
BLUE RAIDER SPORTS REPORTS APR 4 TO 9 

BY LARRY ETTER  

 

  Some wins, some losses and some rainouts highlighted the first full week of April 
for Middletown Area High School sports teams as the Spring seasons progress.  
The baseball team played just one game and enjoyed a big victory at Harrisburg on 
Monday.  Girls softball, too, played just a single game and came up short in a 10-7 
loss to Harrisburg, The boys tennis team had three matches, winning just one, a 
tight 3-2 victory over Susquehanna Township.  And the boys and girls track and 
field teams came away with a split against visiting Camp Hill on Tuesday.   

Baseball 

Middletown 13, Harrisburg 4 

  On Monday at Harrisburg the Blue Raiders jumped out to an 8-0 lead in the top of 
the third inning and then scored twice in the fifth and three more times in the top of 
the seventh on their way to their third win of the season.  Starer Tyson Leach 
earned the pitching victory going three innings with 6 strikeouts, one walk and no 
hits, leaving the mound with the 8-0 lead.  Ryan Thear, Max Dupes, Landon 
Cochran and Matt Wagner each pitched in relief in the win.   

  On offense the Blue Raiders punched out 9 hits, led by Thear with 3 and Ryan 
Souders with 2.  In the first inning Leach, after reaching base on an error and 
advancing on errant pitches, scored on a wild pitch with Souders at the plate for the 
first Middletown run.  The Raiders turned a 6-4-3 double play to end Harrisburg’s 
first at-bat.  In the second Thear stroked a sac fly to drive in Dylan Maxwell for 
run number 2.  Leach struck out the side in the Cougars’ half of the second inning.  

  A six-run third inning pushed the Middletown lead to 8-0.  Jonah Troup led off 
with an infield single and scored on a Harrisburg error for the first run. Dupes 
singled to knock in courtesy runner Tate Leach for the second run. Stolen bases led 
to an RBI infield single by Braelan Huber and two more runs came home on an 
infield hit by Thear.  The sixth run came on a wild pitch with Troup at the plate.  
Tyson Leach recorded his 5th and 6th strikeouts in the bottom of the third to keep 
the score at 8-0.   

  Harrisburg picked up its first two runs in the bottom of the fourth, taking 
advantage of a pair of walks and two fielding errors by the Middletown defense.  



But Dupes took over on the mound with no outs and recorded three straight 
strikeouts to stop the Cougars’ rally.  In the top of the fifth frame Maxwell led off 
with a walk and raced home on Thear’s triple to right field.  Thear then scored on a 
wild pitch with Caden Paul at the plate, the run lifting the Raiders to a 10-2 lead.  
That lead held until the top of the seventh when the Middletown side plated three 
more runs.   

  In the inning Middletown coach Mike Lupia substituted starters for backup 
players the group responded well.  Ben Staker and Troup led off with a pair of 
walks.  With one out Souders drove in Staker for one run and Cochran knocked in 
Tate Leach for the second run.  A fielder’s choice grounder by Maxwell pushed 
home Mason Gratkowski for the third tally.  The Cougars rallied a bit in the home 
half of the final inning, scoring twice off four singles, but Wagner induced a fly 
ball to right for the second out.  Thear, after catching the fly, fired a perfect strike 
to home plate for the final out.   

Tennis 

Trinity 5, Middletown 0 

  On Monday the Raiders came up empty against Trinity in the shutout loss.  
Jackson Grimland lost his sets 6-0, 6-0, Doron Yospa lost 6-0, 6-1 and Caden 
Shomper lost 6-3, 6-1 in the singles matches.  In doubles action Ethan Witmyer 
and Aidan Shaffer lost 6-2, 6-2, and Luke LeKites and Ayden Harper were dealt 6-
1, 6-3 losses.   

Middletown 3, Susquehanna Township 2 

  The Blue Raiders fared better against the Indians on Tuesday in the 3-2 victory.  
Numbers one and two, Grimland and Yospa lost their sets in singles, but Shomper 
won 6-2, 7-6 (7-3) against his opponent.  The doubles team of Witmyer/Shaffer 
won 6-2, 6-1, and LeKites/Harper also were winners with sets of 6-4, 6-4.   

James Buchanan 4, Middletown 1 

The long road trip to James Buchanan on Wednesday was a tough one for the 
Middletown team as the host Rockets dealt the Raiders a 4-1 setback.  LeKites and 
Harper were the only winners as they defeated the Stoner/Helman doubles team 3-
6, 6-1, 6-4 in the final set of the match.   

Softball 



Harrisburg 10, Middletown 7 

  The Lady Blue Raiders outhit the host Lady Cougars 11-8, but saw their 5-0 lead 
melt away in the fifth inning.  Harrisburg tied the score in the inning and eased 
ahead in the sixth.  Starting pitcher Christine Miller went six innings and had 14 
strikeouts, but fell victim to the Harrisburg hitters in the late going.  Allie Cleland 
and Delayni Landis both had three hits to lead the Raiders, while Miller had a pair 
of hits.  The Raiders scored three runs in the top of the first inning, one in the third 
and another in the fifth to take a 5-0 lead.  But the Cougars plated 5 runs in the 
bottom of the frame to tie the score and then added 5 more in the home half of the 
sixth for a 10-5 lead.  The Raiders tried to rally, scoring twice in the top of the 
seventh, but the Cougars held off the charge to earn the win.   

Track & Field 

Middletown Boys 93, Camp Hill 52 

  The boys track team enjoyed a good afternoon at home in a solid victory against 
visiting Camp Hill on Tuesday.  Winners for the team were:  4 x 800 (3200 relay) 
with a time of 10:33.2.  110 High hurdles 1-2-3 finish from Brandon Davis (18.4), 
Jamar McKinney (21.3) and Mason Dudash (22.7), 100 Meter dash McKinney 
(11.9), Davis (12.3) and Benaiah Harrell (12.3), 4 x 100 relay team (47.8), 200 
Meter dash McKinney (24.0), Tajae Broadie (24.7) and Asa Kochvar (25.1), High 
Jump Kam Chisolm (5’6), Broadie (5’6) and Vinnie Corradi (5’2), Long Jump Jose 
Sanchez (17’3), Corradi (17’1) and Kochvar (16’8), Triple Jump Corradi (34’) and 
David Underwood (30’3 ½). 

  Shot put Kochvar (40’4 ¾) Donny Neidig (33’, 10 ½) Broadie (33’,6 ¼) Discus 
Kochvar (106’, 9) Malcom Taalubuddeen (96’,11).  

  The girls team lost to Camp Hill, but had some first-place winners in the meet:  In 
the 200 meter dash Brianna Randolph (29.5), Emma Buffington 2nd (30.5), High 
Jump Kyleigh Messner (4’4) and Rudolph 2nd (4’4), Shot put Tamia Hill-Johnson 
(30’1), Discus Hill-Johnson (91’3).  In the hurdles Hailey Herneisey finished 2nd 
and Kalie Brown finished 3rd. Other third place winners were: 800 Meter run Alice 
Jiang, 1600 M run (Jiang), 400 M run Yar Manyuon and Javelin Lilliana Mildner.    

 

 

 



    


